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have completed their service and returned to civilian life, we owe the op-
portunity for a good education, a good job, and the chance to buy a home.
For those who have suffered injury or illness in service to America, we
must provide relief, quality health care, and the opportunity to live out
their dreams. To the families of those still missing, we owe the fullest pos-
sible accounting and every effort to determine the fate of their loved ones.
And to those who have died for us and for our country, whether here at
home or on some foreign battlefield, we owe our lasting respect and the
pledge to meet America’s future challenges with the same valor and gener-
osity that infused their sacrifice.

In recognition of and gratitude for the contributions of those who have
served in our Armed Forces, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a))
that November 11 of each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday
to honor America’s veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, November 11, 1997, as
Veterans Day. I urge all Americans to acknowledge the courage and sac-
rifice of our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and private
prayers. I call upon Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of
the United States and to encourage and participate in patriotic activities in
their communities. I invite civic and fraternal organizations, places of wor-
ship, schools, businesses, unions, and the media to support this national
observance with suitable commemorative expressions and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of
November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-second.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7051 of November 20, 1997

National Great American Smokeout Day, 1997

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
For 21 years, this special day has been devoted to communicating a simple
message: if you smoke, you need to quit—for life. Smoking is the largest
cause of preventable death in this country, eventually killing one of every
two people who continue to smoke. Every day, 3,000 adolescents in Amer-
ica smoke their first cigarette, taking the first step to becoming regular
smokers, and one-third of these new smokers will eventually die of to-
bacco-related diseases. Each of these devastating statistics represents a per-
sonal tragedy, needless suffering, and irreparable loss.

Because most smokers—more than 80 percent of them—begin smoking be-
fore their 18th birthday, my Administration is working hard to reach chil-
dren before they decide to start. Last year, I announced tough measures to
limit children’s access to tobacco products and to reduce their appeal to
young people. Now we are working with the Congress, the public health
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